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Welcome to the tenth edition of the Raphael 

Recorder. 

Although Covid has abated somewhat the UK is 

still reporting around 30,000 new cases every 

day. Travel restrictions have eased unless you 

want to go to far flung places such as Brazil or 

the Antipodes. France has moved from the    

amber list to the green so that the requirements 

for quarantining are not as onerous. On 20th 

September there was the first pilgrimage this 

year from the UK to Lourdes organised by 

Tangney Tours with two pilgrims representing 

Raphael. They were Kath Scahill (trustee) and Fr 

Michael Coleman otherwise known as Fr Tours. 

Throughout the season Lourdes has hosted    

pilgrimages but they have come mainly from 

France. Many in Lourdes and serving Lourdes 

will have lost their livelihoods not only hoteliers 

and restaurateurs but also tour operators. Some 

staff have been furloughed but others have 

faced redundancy and the effects of Covid in 

Lourdes have been disastrous.  Lourdes means 

so much to so many and we an only hope and 

pray that its recovery will happen  in 2022. The 

British Lourdes Pilgrimage Directors, at which 

we are represented, are meeting later this year 

in Guisborough and this normally gives an       

indication of numbers planning to visit Lourdes. 

In addition whether any changes  are made to  

the international Masses or if the two               

processions will continue in their traditional   

format needs to be decided. Indeed, it remains 

to be seen if the Baths are able to be reopened 

so that pilgrims can immerse themselves in the 

water.  

We missed our trips to Lourdes in the last two years 

but since the start of the pandemic Raphael has 

sought to keep in touch with a virtual reunion and 

two virtual pilgrimages. We are indeed fortunate to 

have Francis Hindle who has the knowledge and skills 

of software and who is able to put together realistic 

and poignant on-line liturgies. We have, too, the 

Raphael Recorder the intention of which is to provide 

news of Lourdes and also to keep in touch. We have 

canvassed the members of Raphael for articles or 

news but the response has been disappointing.  

Sadly in the last couple of years we have lost we have 

lost a dozen members of the Raphael family and 

doubtless there will be others who through illness or 

disability are not able to join us in future pilgrimages.  

We need to attract new pilgrims and our best source 

of publicity is word of mouth. So please tell your 

friends, neighbours and relatives about Raphael.  

Those who we have lost in the last couple of years 

are: 

 
 

Eternal rest give unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May they rest in Peace.  

Terry Scahill 01.19 

Frank Corban 04.19 

Stanley Young 05.19 

Lizzy Boorer 08.19 

Angela Sims 11.19 

Joan Townley 11.19 

Blair O'Shea 08.20 

Eleanor Piper 11.20 

Peter Yates 05.21 

Rose Webber 05.21 

Derek Boardman 08.21 
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Esther Rawlins lives in Hornchurch, Essex and has 

been a regular pilgrim to Lourdes working as a nurse 

with Raphael at least since 2008 and probably      

before then.  Esther has offered a virtual description 

of her garden something which gives her a sense of 

pride and achievement 

My garden is my place to relax, I enjoy looking at 
the flowers and how the wildlife interacts with all 
the different plants and bushes. In my garden I see a 
lot of birds, bees, butterflies (all the Bs!) dragonflies 
and if I’m lucky of an evening the odd hedgehog. As 
well as frequent visits from the neighbours’ dogs 
and cats! I enjoy listening to the wind in the garden 
in the trees. 
 
My garden is a great place to socialise with friends 
when the weather is nice, there is always a cup of 
tea and a piece of cake for anyone who drops in. It 
has also paid host to many a family gathering and 
we have created many fabulous memories in my 
garden. 
 
During lockdown (when we were allowed) I       
maintained my garden with the help of Maggie my  
neighbour who frequently takes me to garden    
centres….I don’t think I’ll ever stop buying plants 
even if I run out of room!



 3 

The Theme of the Year 2020 & 2021 in Lourdes   
 

'I am the Immaculate Conception' 

  

The Pastoral Theme in Lourdes this year and last 

is Mary's words, 'I am the Immaculate Concep-

tion,' which is the culmination of the messages 

of Our Lady to Bernadette. 
  

What was the name of the mysterious lady who 

was appearing to Bernadette? That was the 

pressing question for her family, the Church and 

the civil authorities in Lourdes during 

the apparitions of February and March 1858. 

Despite Bernadette's request for the lady to sign 

her name on a paper, the only answer Berna-

dette received was a smile. Bernadette knew 

that the lady was kind and gracious to her, that 

her presence and words filled her with an       

immense joy, and that the drive to go to the 

grotto when she felt the inner call could not be 

resisted. 
  

Before the lady was to reveal herself as Mary 

Immaculate, she wanted to teach us through 

Bernadette the reality of sin which disfigures us, 

separates us from God, and keeps us from      

experiencing the prospect of the joy of the  

heavenly world. Hence Mary's requests to      

Bernadette for penitence, for her to pray for   

sinners, for her to kiss the ground for sinners, for 

her to eat the grass in the grotto as a penance. 

When she told Bernadette to go and wash at the 

spring, where she had to scrabble in the muddy 

ground to unearth, this was an enactment of the 

cleansing power of the water of baptism, in 

which we sinners receive the forgiveness and 

healing Christ won for us through his passion 

and death. The next message of the lady was for 

Bernadette to go and tell the priests to build a 

chapel there and have the people come in     

procession. This is meant to be a sign of the    

renewal of the Church, which is built up of us as 

its living stones, who gather together to         

worship, enabling us to live a life free from sin 

and to witness to God's healing forgiveness and 

his love. 

People had expected that the fortnight of apparitions 

would reach its climax in a sign to confirm their      

authenticity, but a three week period of waiting     

ensues, which is a kind of test of Bernadette's      

faithfulness. In our own lives we have similar          

experiences – we have to go on waiting in faith and 

hope, we have to live according to God's timetable 

not our own. The period of waiting comes to an end 

significantly on the 25th March, the Feast of the      

Annunciation of the Lord, when we celebrate Mary's 

acceptance of the divine invitation to become Mother 

of the Redeemer. Having responded to the urge to go 

once again to the grotto, Bernadette is joined by the 

lady, and asks her four times, 'Mademoiselle, would 

you please have the goodness to tell me your name?'  

Each time the lady smiles, and on the fourth occasion 

her face grows serious and she passes the rosary she 

holds into her right hand. She stretches out her arms 

towards the earth, a simple gesture in which never-

theless majesty shone forth. Then she joins her hands 

at the chest, lifts her eyes to the sky and says, 'I am 

the Immaculate Conception.'  It is this moment that 

the sculptor Joseph Fabisch tried to capture in the 

statue he carved for the grotto in 1863. He            

commented, 'I have never seen anything as beautiful 

as when I asked Bernadette how the Holy Virgin was 

when she said, ''I am the Immaculate Conception.'' .  
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Theme of the Year  2021 continued 

 

' Similarly, when Bernadette described the      

gesture of Our Lady at this moment to the nuns 

at the convent in Nevers when she entered as a 

postulant, it caused unspeakable emotion.  

At the lady's revealing of her name, Bernadette is 

overwhelmed with a sense of joy, gratitude and 

hope, even though she does not yet understand 

the full meaning of these words. What that 

meaning is, had really already been explained by 

St Paul in Ephesians 1:4, 'Before the world was 

made, God chose us in Christ to be holy and     

immaculate, and to live through love in his    

presence.'  

This has already come true in Mary, who as 

Mother of the Church is the promise of what we 

too are destined to become. . It is significant that 

Mary revealed her identity as immaculately            

conceived to Bernadette on the Feast of the           

Annunciation. It was on that occasion that the Angel 

Gabriel saluted her as 'full of grace.' Down through 

the centuries, the Church has become ever more 

aware that Mary, full of grace, was redeemed from 

the first moment of her existence, her conception. 

Four years before the apparitions in Lourdes, Pope 

Pius IX had proclaimed, 'The most blessed Virgin 

Mary was, from the first moment of her conception, 

by a singular grace and privilege of almighty God and 

by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, Saviour of the 

human race, preserved immune from all stain of  

original sin.' Now Mary herself had confirmed this as 

she revealed her identity to Bernadette. In revealing 

herself as the Immaculate Conception Mary shows us 

the promise of victory over sin and evil in our own 

lives through the redemption her Son won for us. She 

shows us the faithful love of God and of the          

fruitfulness of God in our lives.   No wonder Berna-

dette could say in prayer to Mary in later years: 'How 

glad was my soul, good Mother, when I gazed upon 

you.' 

 So our joyful and trusting prayer can be: ' 

 

O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us 

who have recourse to thee.' 

 

Virtual pilgrimage 2021 

 

This year we recorded all of our virtual pilgrimage. If 

you would like a copy of the recording for a particu-

lar day or, indeed, the whole of the liturgy then 

please contact hindlef@gmail.com  to obtain a link 

to the recordings. 

 

Conundrums 

 

A shop assistant attacked a shoplifter with a labelling 

machine. Police are looking for a man with a price on 

his head. 

How is it that there is enough tarmac to build speed 

bumps but not enough to fill potholes. 

How is it Police can provide an escort to famous    

tennis players and not have the resources to            

investigate burglaries. 

There are more statues in the world of Joan of Arc 

than of any other figure. France alone has 40,000 

statues. 

Albert Einstein’s last words were in German. Since 

the attending nurse didn’t understand German, his 

last words will never be known. 

Why do people order double cheeseburgers, large 

fries, and a diet coke? 

If a synchronised swimmer drowns, does her  partner 

have to drown as well? 

The number of jokes about the Corona virus has 

reached epic proportions. Government scientists say 

we have reached a pundemic. 

mailto:hindlef@gmail.com


 5 

Experiences of pilgrimage and volunteering in 

Lourdes. 

It is closed now but I used to frequent the Cintra 

bar. It was an unassuming but welcoming spot 

off the beaten track and a popular meeting place 

for people from different pilgrimages despite 

uncomfortable bench seating. Tables were set 

close together and it was difficult not to       

overhear conversations. On entering I              

encountered a group of Scots, mainly priests and 

most of whom I knew and I was introduced to 

those I did not know. One of the group members 

I did not know was a layman and volunteer   

businessman; his name was Tom. It was the   

early days of mobile phones and Tom received 

an incoming call the result of which he             

announced he had been recalled to Scotland and 

would be returning immediately. This caused 

consternation and dismay among the group   

because they had all flown down to Lourdes as 

passengers on his private plane and now, with 

Tom gone, how were they going to get back. 

Tom allayed their fears and promised to send 

the plane back for them and with that he called 

his pilot, finished his drink, and arranged for a 

taxi to take him and his pilot to Lourdes Airport.  

Tom is one of many well-known volunteers who 

are able to work in anonymity without being  

recognised. Westminster Diocese used to be  

accompanied by a Duchess and a lady from     

Liverpool, wife of an Everton then Manchester 

United and England footballer and now football 

manager used to accompany and sponsor a 

group of children with disabilities to go on the 

Diocesan pilgrimage.   

 

The badge of the    

Hospitalité de Notre 

Dame de Lourdes  

One of the duties at the Grotto to protect the altar, 

the spring and the Statue of Our Lady and to maintain 

good order. We had to keep the area clear of people 

to ensure those who came to pray could actually see 

and that the security cameras had an uninterrupted 

view. 

A rather elderly and frail lady approached with a     

carrier bag on each arm. She explained she had 

brought gifts for the Virgin. Helpers are instructed not 

to accept such gifts because to do so would open 

floodgates. I asked the lady what she wanted to     

happen to her gifts and her only answer was that she 

wanted her gifts to be used.  She did explain she was 

nearing the end of her life and she had no family and 

had crossed France to give her baptismal dress, her 

first communion dress and her wedding dress to the 

Virgin. As tactfully as I could I explained that we could 

not accept gifts but that the Poor Clares would be   

delighted to receive material which might be          

converted into vestments for the Church. I excused 

myself from duty and took the lady to the Convent 

where she was warmly received at which point I      

departed. The Poor Clares do not refuse any gifts and 

on a second occasion I accompanied another lady who 

brought a roll of material in psychedelic colours to the 

Convent. The colours hurt your eyes and I was 

amused to see the puzzled look on the face of the  

Sister who received the gift wondering what they 

could do with it.   

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Oxymorons 

 

Found missing 

Small crowd 

Act naturally 

Pretty ugly 

Original copy 

Only choice  

Liquid gas 

Social distancing 
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All volunteers are instructed not to undertake a 

task which is beyond their ability. It is good, 

sound advice and common sense. So it was when 

I was working at the Railway Station assisting sick 

pilgrims onto a train for theIr journey home. 

There are eight platforms each at a different 

height and only from two can a disabled person 

be wheeled directly onto on or off a train. The 

other six platforms require a form of hoist to be 

used or an abled bodied team. Different trains 

are at different heights.  There are four helpers in 

a lifting team. Pilgrims are seated in a rigid steel 

chair which is lifted shoulder high with two    

people on each side, one at the back using a 

handhole on the footplate and the fourth inside 

the carriage to receive. I was holding the        

footplate when the man on the left of the chair 

let go his hold. To prevent the chair and pilgrim 

falling to the ground I ‘caught’ the chair on my 

left thigh and we managed to get the lady safely 

onto the train. I was all right for the next half 

hour and then my leg began to swell and my 

week as a helper came to a premature end. I was 

sharing a room with Bob from Romford. He 

looked after me when I was unable to reach to 

bend my knee and so could not put on my shoes 

and socks. I also found the blue voitures used in 

Lourdes are unsuitable for those who cannot 

bend the knee.  

It is educational to spend time in a wheelchair         

because it enables you to see things from a disabled 

person’s perspective.   

For many years pilgrims making a passage through the 

Grotto approached from the West. Halfway through 

the year the Sanctuary decreed the flow of pedestrian 

traffic should be reversed. I was on Grotto duty with 

my friend Bob who a year or two earlier had helped 

me after my accident at the railway station. We were 

allocated to man the Western side of the Grotto 

which was now purely for people to exit the Grotto. It 

was interesting and challenging to point out to       

seasoned pilgrims that they needed to queue from 

the other side. Bob was from Galway and had three 

languages and when he could not make himself      

understood in English or Gaelic he used his smile. Bob 

was far more effective and persuasive than I was with 

a working knowledge of French and a smattering of 

other languages. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

There are few privileges afforded to pilgrimage       

directors except that one year I was invited to the 

President’s room to lunch with other directors. The 

meal was unmistakably French with courses served in 

an order which was foreign to me. I was the only    

English speaker and I became centre of attention 

when the conversation turned to Foot and Mouth  

Disease. Although I had a GCE in French we were only 

ever taught to read and write, something which could 

be tested, but not to speak the language. ‘La fièvre 

apteuse’ was what I had read was the French version 

of Foot and Mouth Disease and I felt decidedly uneasy 

with all eyes upon me: It was not my fault! Worse, the 

main course was two thick slices of beef which       

covered the plate with a suspicion of watery gravy 

and no vegetables. It was tough meat. My teeth are 

quite healthy and while I succeeded in cutting off a 

portion with my knife there was no way I could chew 

it. Again it seemed that all eyes were on me and I was 

insulting my hosts because I was rejecting their ‘pièce 

de resistance’. To make matters worse, other diners 

called for and were served second helpings and this 

compounded my discomfort. The only solace I gained 

was that the wine called, aptly, Pilgrims’ Way, was 

first rate and the two gentlemen either side of me 

were drinking only water so I was invited to help     

myself to their allocation. 
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On another occasion my wife and I were helping 

a sick pilgrim get ready for Mass. Normally the 

group processes together on the way to a major 

liturgy. This lady was the very definition of slow 

and I said to the group not to wait for us. We 

were in the Carmel side of the Accueil Notre 

Dame and our destination was the St Bernadette 

Church no more than 150 yards away. But it had 

begun to rain, the kind of rain for which Lourdes 

is infamous and which soaks you whatever you 

are wearing. I decided to take a short cut. It is 

possible to walk inside the Accueil from one side 

to the other without going outside but it does 

mean going through an area reserved for         

another  pilgrimage, something which is strongly 

discouraged. When we reached the other        

pilgrimage, me pushing the sick pilgrim in her 

wheelchair and my wife armed with the many 

bags the lady thought it necessary to take along 

with waterproofs and umbrellas we found an 

Irish    Pilgrimage standing to attention lining the       

corridor and dressed in their finest. I do not 

know who was more surprised we three or the 

Irish. We waved cheerfully as we passed and the 

Irish played their part by clapping us through. 

What I could not have anticipated was that the 

Irish President, Mary McAleese, was in town as a 

guest of the International Military Pilgrimage and 

had asked to visit an Irish Pilgrimage Group    

during her stay. My faux pas only became clear 

when we negotiated the welcoming group at the 

entrance to the Accueil waiting to greet their 

president.  

What do you know about Lourdes? 
Can you answer the following questions?  
 
How many hectares does the Sanctuary cover? 
How many people can the Basilica of Pius X hold? 
How many places of worship are there ? 
What profession only exists in the Sanctuary? 
How many miracles of healing have been proven in 
Lourdes since the mandate or date of recognition of 
the Sanctuary (18th January 1862)? 

Answers: 
 

The Sanctuary of Our Lady of Lourdes covers an area 
of 50 hectares, including the esplanade, the prairie 
and the Espelugues mountain. This is equivalent to 
around 70 football pitches. 
 
The Pius X Basilica can hold 25,000 people. It is the 
second largest basilica in the world after Saint Peter’s   
Basilica in Rome in the Vatican. 
 
There are no less than 29 places of worship in the 
Sanctuary: 3 basilicas and 1 church, but also chapels of 
different sizes all over the site. 
 
The trade of feutier only exists in Lourdes. However, 
the word does not exist in the dictionary, as it was       
Invented in Lourdes. These are the people who are 
responsible for lighting and maintaining the candles in 
the Sanctuary. You can see them especially in the 
chapels of light. 
 
Currently, there have been 70 officially recognised 
miracles in Lourdes since 1862, at the Bureau of   
Medical Observations. The last miraculous cure, of 
Sister Bernadette Moriau, was in 2008 and it was    
recognised as a miracle in 2018… 150 years after the 
first  miraculous cure of Catherine Latapie in 1858. 
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From Kath Scahill,Trustee 
Fr Michael rang me in July; Tangney Tours was 

planning a pilgrimage to Lourdes and he was 

going to book. At that time, I said that I didn't 

want to go anywhere on a plane. I am double 

jabbed and have followed all the Covid rules. 

However, despite all my efforts, I tested positive 

for Covid 19 in August. Thankfully, I am well 

again and after the experience, I did a complete 

U-turn and joined Fr Michael on the Tangney 

Pilgrimage departing Monday 20th September. 

At 3.00am we shared a taxi to Manchester      

Airport for our flight to Paris with a connecting 

flight to Pau and short minibus transfer to 

Lourdes. What a joy to be back in Lourdes. This 

was the first English group that Tangney had 

taken to Lourdes since February 2020, when the 

British Lourdes Pilgrimage Directors met to plan 

and confirm the arrangements for their            

Pilgrimages. To celebrate this wonderful return 

to Lourdes, and after the Opening Mass we 

were welcomed with a champagne and           

canopies reception to be followed immediately 

followed by a celebratory dinner. The weather 

wasn't good but at least we were indoors. On 

Tuesday we were greeted by rather dull     

weather with macs and brollies all day. The  

English and Irish pilgrims present shared        

concelebrated mass at the Grotto with 43       

American pilgrims and their Bishop from Miami. 

Wednesday was a beautiful sunny day. The    

International Mass in the Underground Basilica 

was attended by around 5000 pilgrims –         

normally in the height of the season there 

would be 20,000 to 25,000 attendees: this 

shows the significant reduction of pilgrims in 

Lourdes this week. Due to Covid, the Torchlight 

Procession has been reorganised and it is very 

interesting. A number of benches have been 

arranged in Rosary Square for people, following 

Covid Guidance. These benches are all facing 

the Rosary Basilica. There is no Procession as 

such. However, the illuminated Statue of Our 

Lady is carried with great dignity around the 

square, up over the left rampart, past the en-

trance to the Crypt and back down the right 

rampart to be placed on the main altar in front 

of the Rosary Basilica. A very effective proces-

sion and the Salve Regina was duly sung to 

mark the end of a spiritually valuable day. On Thursday 

we followed the Stations of the Cross. Those who 

wished went round the upper stations, with the re-

mainder going round the lower stations, which are less 

physically demanding. In the afternoon we went by 

coach to Bartres where Fr Michael celebrated the mass 

of Saint Bernadette. This was followed by liquid re-

freshments available at the beautiful setting of the Lac 

de Lourdes. 

Friday was the day for departure. Some members of 
our group left Lourdes at 7.10am by coach to         Tou-
louse Airport and flight to Heathrow. The rest of the 
pilgrims celebrated Mass in the Poor Clares     Convent 
at 9.45am and by 11.30am the four of us travelling to 
Manchester left Lourdes for the flight connecting via 
Pau and Paris And all was well! During the Pilgrimage 
candles were lit and prayers said at the Grotto for the 
Raphael family in thanksgiving and in hope that we are 
able to return to Lourdes en masse with the Raphael 
Pilgrimage in 2022. 
 
 

Fr Michael Tours 
 
(Alias  
Fr Michael Coleman). 


